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Overview 

This report provides enrollment data for students attending Texas public schools in the 2015-16 
school year and updates 10-year trends in state enrollment. Enrollment data are provided by the following 
student characteristics: race/ethnicity, economic status, gender, and grade level. Data are also provided by 
student participation in the following special instructional programs: bilingual or English as a second lan-
guage (ESL), career and technical education, gifted and talented, special education, and Title I. In addi-
tion, data are provided for the following special populations: students identified as at risk of dropping out 
of school, as English language learners, as immigrants, and as migrants. 

Enrollment data for the 20 regional education service centers (ESCs) throughout the state are pre-
sented, as are data for open-enrollment charter schools. In addition, national enrollment trends are exam-
ined, and enrollment data for the four most populous states in the United States (California, Florida, New 
York, and Texas) are compared. 
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Highlights 

�x In the 2005-06 school year, 4,521,043 students were enrolled in Texas public schools. By 2015-16, 
enrollment had risen to 5,299,728 students. Over the 10-year period, total enrollment increased by 
778,685 students, or by 17.2 percent. 

�x In 2015-16, statewide enrollment 
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�x According to national figures, from 2003 to 2013, the proportion of public school enrollment ac-
counted for by Hispanic students increased from 43.8 percent to 51.8 percent in Texas and from  
18.5 percent to 24.8 percent nationwide. During the same period, the proportion of enrollment ac-
counted for by White students decreased from 38.7 percent to 29.5 percent in Texas and from  
58.7 percent to 50.3 percent nationwide. 

�x National figures indicate the majority of students in Texas (60.1%) were eligible for free or  
reduced-price meals in the 2013-14 school year, 8.1 percentage points higher than the national  
average (52.0%). Between 2000-01 and 2013-14, the percentage of eligible students increased by  
15.2 percentage points in Texas and by 13.7 percentage points nationwide. 
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Enrollment in Texas 
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Table 1 
Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity, Economic Status, Gender, Grade, Instructional Program, Special  
Population, Education Service Center, and Charter School Attendance, Texas Public Schools,  
2014-15 and 2015-16 
 Enrollment   Enrollment 
Group 2014-15  2015-16  Group 2014-15  2015-16 
All students 5,232,065  5,299,728  Instructional program or special populationa   
     At-risk 2,673,039  2,649,069 
Race/Ethnicity     Bilingual or English as a second language 931,376  969,135 
African American 660,952  668,338  Career and technicalb 536,551  629,689 
American Indian 21,480  20,917  English language learner 949,074  980,487 
Asian 202,229  213,394  Gifted and talented 397,209  404,646 
Hispanic 2,722,272  2,767,747  Immigrant 85,108  92,700 
Pacific Islander 7,112  7,406  Migrant 31,250  28,632 
White 1,515,553  1,513,027  Special education 451,606  463,185 
Multiracial 102,467  108,899  Title I 3,402,309  3,435,157 
         
Economic status     Education service center    
Economically disadvantaged 3,073,300  3,122,903  Region 1 – Edinburg 423,921  427,671 
     Region 2 – Corpus Christi 105,597  101,758 
Gender     Region 3 – Victoria 54,371  54,489 
Female  2,547,902  2,580,992  Region 4 – Houston 1,174,942  1,194,099 
Male 2,684,163  2,718,736  Region 5 – Beaumont 81,806  82,025 
     Region 6 – Huntsville 185,402  190,157 
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�x In the 2005-06 school year, 4,521,043 students were enrolled in Texas public schools (Table 2).  
By 2015-16, enrollment had risen to 5,299,728 students. Over the 10-year period, total enrollment  
increased by 778,685 students, or by 17.2 percent (Table 3). 

�x In the 1987-88 school year, 3,224,916 students were enrolled in Texas public schools (Table 2). Over 
the 28-year period between 1987-88 and 2015-16, total enrollment increased by 2,074,812 students, 
or 64.3 percent (Table 3). 

Table 2 Table 3  
Statewide Enrollment, Texas Public Schools, Change in Statewide Enrollment, Texas  
1987-88 Through 2015-16 Public Schools 
Year Number Annual change (%) 

Y

e

a

r
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Enrollment  
by Race/Ethnicity 
�x Because rates for smaller groups can be less stable over time, discussions of results in this section are 

restricted to the five largest racial/ethnic groups: African American, Asian, Hispanic, White, and mul-
tiracial. See the section "Reporting of Race/Ethnicity" on page 2 for additional information. 

�x African American, Asian, Hispanic, and multiracial enrollment increased between the 2014-15 and 
2015-16 school years, whereas White enrollment decreased (Figure 1 on this page and Table 4 on 
page 8). 

�x The percentages of Texas public school enrollment accounted for by Asian, Hispanic, and multiracial 
students increased between 2014-15 and 2015-16 (Table 4 on page 8). During the same period, the 
percentage of enrollment accounted for by White students decreased, and the percentage accounted 
for by African American students remained the same. 

�x In 2015-16, Hispanic students accounted for the largest percentage of total enrollment (52.2%), fol-
lowed by White (28.5%), African American (12.6%), Asian (4.0%), and multiracial (2.1%) students. 

�x Between 2005-06 and 2015-16, Hispanic enrollment increased by 720,439 students (35.2%). White 
students, whose enrollment fell by 138,013 students, or 8.4 percent, over the same period, had the 
only decrease in enrollment. 

Figure 1 
Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2005-06 Through 2015-16 

Note. Racial groups (African American, Asian, and White) do not include students of Hispanic ethnicity. Data for Asian enrollment prior to the 2009-10 school 
year are not available. 
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Table 4 
Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2005-06 Through 2015-16 
 African American  American Indian  Asian  Hispanic  Pacific Islander 
Year Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent 
2005-06 665,799 14.7  15,037 0.3  n/aa n/a  2,047,308 45.3  n/a n/a 
2006-07 662,700 14.4  15,831 0.3  n/a n/a  2,127,647 46.3  n/a n/a 
2007-08 666,009 14.3  16,285 0.3  n/a n/a  2,203,340 

46.3 
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Table 5 
Hispanic Students by Race, Texas Public Schools, 2014-15 and 2015-16 
 2014-15  2015-16 
Group Number Percent  Number Percent 
African American 50,068 1.8  54,002 2.0 
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Enrollment  
by Economically Disadvantaged Status  
�x
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Enrollment  
by Economically Disadvantaged Status and Race/ Ethnicity 
�x Because rates for smaller groups can be less stable over time, discussions of results in this section are 

restricted to the five largest racial/ethnic groups: African American, Asian, Hispanic, White, and mul-
tiracial. See the section "Reporting of Race/Ethnicity" on page 2 for additional information. 

�x In 2015-16, the percentages of students identified as economically disadvantaged decreased from  
the previous year among African American and Asian students, remained the same among Hispanic 
and multiracial students, and increased among White students (Figure 3 on this page and Table 8 on 
page 12). 

�x The percentages of individual group enrollment accounted for by students identified as economically 
disadvantaged were larger for Hispanic (75.8%) and African American (71.4%) students than for 
multiracial (43.0%), Asian (28.5%), and White (27.9%) students in 2015-16 (Table 8 on page 12). 

�x In 2015-16, Hispanic students accounted for the largest percentage of all students in Texas public 
schools and of all students identified as economically disadvantaged (Table 8 on page 12 and Table 4 
on page 8). Between 2005-06 and 2015-16, the percentage increase in enrollment of Hispanic stu-
dents identified as economically disadvantaged (31.3%) was lower than the percentage increase in 
enrollment of Hispanic students overall (35.2%). 

Figure 3 
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students Within Racial/
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Table 8 
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students Within Racial/Ethnic Groups, Texas Public 
Schools, 2005-06 Through 2015-16 
 African American  American Indian  Asian  Hispanic 
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Enrollment  
by Gender  
�x In the 2015-16 school year, 51.3 percent of all students were male, and 48.7 percent of students were 

female (Table 9). Although male and female enrollment increased over the 10-year period (by 17.1% 
and 17.3%, respectively), the proportions of males and females in Texas public schools remained sta-
ble between 2005-06 and 2015-16. 

Table 
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Enrollment by Grade 

In Texas, children are required to attend school beginning at age six (Texas Education Code [TEC] 
§25.085, 2016). A child younger than six years of age must attend school if he or she has previously been 
enrolled in first grade. All children who are five years old on or before September 1 are eligible, but not 
required, to attend kindergarten (TEC §29.151, 2016). With few exceptions, children must attend school 
until they reach the age of 19 (TEC §25.085, 2016). Students through age 25 may be admitted by school 
districts to complete the requirements for a high school diploma (TEC §25.001, 2016). 

Student learning during the early education and prekindergarten years is linked to future academic 
accomplishments particularly for children identified as English language learners, disabled, or economi-
cally disadvantaged (National Research Council, 2001). In early education and prekindergarten programs, 
children develop skills necessary for success in the regular public school curriculum in the areas of lan-
guage, mathematics, and social skills. Early education in Texas is a diverse set of programs designed for 
children who meet certain eligibility criteria. For example, Early Childhood Intervention is a coordinated 
system of services for children, from birth to age three, with disabilities or developmental delays (Texas 
Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, n.d.). A child is eligible for free prekindergarten if 
the child is at least three years of age and is unable to speak and comprehend English, is educationally 
disadvantaged, is homeless, or has ever been in the conservatorship of the Department of Family and Pro-
tective Services (TEC §29.153, 2016). A child of an active duty member of the U.S. armed forces or a 
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�x In 2015-16, Grade 9 had the highest enrollment, at 428,704 students, followed by Grade 2, at 411,286 
students (Figure 4 and Table 10). 

�x Between 2014-15 and 2015-16, Grade 10 had the greatest increase in enrollment, at 3.6 percent, fol-
lowed by Grade 3, at 3.3 percent. 

�x Across Grades K-12 in 2015-16, the percentages of total enrollment accounted for by grade ranged 
from a low of 6.1 percent in Grade 12 to a high of 8.1 percent in Grade 9. 

�x Between 2014-15 and 2015-16, kindergarten and Grades 1 and 8 were the only grades across  
Grades K-12 that had decreases in enrollment. Enrollment in kindergarten decreased by 3.5 percent, 
and enrollment in Grades 1 and 8 decreased by less than 1 percent each. 

Figure 4 
Enrollment by Grade, Texas Public Schools, 2014-15 and 2015-16 

Note. EE=Early education. PK=Prekindergarten. 

Table 10 
Enrollment by Grade, Texas Public Schools, 2014-15 and 2015-16 
 2014-15  2015-16   2014-15  2015-16 
Grade Number Percent  Number Percent  Grade Number Percent  Number Percent 
Early education 21,469 0.4  22,116 0.4  6 383,669 7.3  390,522 7.4 
Prekindergarten 220,297 4.2  221,331 4.2  7 383,004 7.3  389



16 Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2015-16 

Enrollment  
by Grade  and Age  
�x In 2015-16, the majority of students in Grades 9-12 were within the expected age ranges for their 

grades (Figure 5 and Table 11). 

�x A total of 943 students in Grades 9-12 were between 22 and 25 years old. Of these, 64.2 percent were 
in Grade 12. 

Figure 5 
Enrollment of Students in Grades 9-12 by Age, Texas Public Schools, 2015-16 

Table 11 
Enrollment of Students in Grades 9-12 by Age, Texas Public  
Schools, 2015-16 
Age in Years Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
12 to 13 6,124 73 –a 0 
14 307,190b 6,085 76 15 
15 89,958 283,903 6,698 138 
16 19,541 76,874 264,605 7,579 
17 4,637 15,739 67,821 247,462 
18 860 3,081 10,630 55,009 
19 to 21 290 674 2,238 12,581 
22 to 25 59 74 205 605 

Note. Some students enrolled in Grades 9-12 were outside the age ranges shown. As a result, grade-level enroll-
ment totals are slightly lower than those in Table 10 on page 15. 
aA dash (–) indicates data are not reported to protect student anonymity. bEnrollment counts for students within the 
expected age range for each grade are shown in bold. 
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Enrollment  
by Grade and Race/ Ethnicity  
�x Because rates for smaller groups can be less stable over time, discussions of results in this section are 

restricted to the five largest racial/ethnic groups: African American, Asian, Hispanic, White, and mul-
tiracial. See the section "Reporting of Race/Ethnicity" on page 2 for additional information. 

�x The proportions of enrollment accounted for by African American and White students in 2015-16 
were generally higher in the secondary grades than the elementary grades, whereas the opposite was 
true for Hispanic and multiracial students (Figure 6 on this page and Table 12 on page 18). This pat-
tern was also true in the 2014-15 school year. Generally, the proportions of enrollment accounted for 
by Asian students in the elementary grades and in the secondary grades were similar. 

�x As outlined on page 14, prekindergarten classes are designed to serve children three years of age and 
older who have specified educational disadvantages, including limited English proficiency. Hispanic 
students, who made up 52.2 percent of total enrollment in the 2015-16 school year, made up 64.3 per-
cent of prekindergarten students (Table 4 on page 8, Figure 6, and Table 12 on page 18). In contrast, 
White students, who made up 28.5 percent of total enrollment, made up 15.0 percent of prekindergar-
ten students. 

Figure 6 
Enrollment by Grade and Race/Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2015-16 

Note. Racial groups (African American, Asian, and White) do not include students of Hispanic ethnicity. EE=Early education. PK=Prekindergarten. 
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Table 12 
Enrollment by Grade and Race/Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2014-15 and 2015-16 
 African American  American Indian  Asian  Hispanic  Pacific Islander 

Grade  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent 
2014-15        
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Table 12 (continued) 
Enrollment by Grade and Race/Ethnicity, Texas 
Public Schools, 2014-15 and 2015-16 

 White  Multiracial        
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Table 13 
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students Within Grades, 
Texas Public Schools, 2014-15 and 2015-16 
 2014-15  2015-16 
Grade  Number Percent  Number Percent 
Early education 7,588 35.3  8,077 36.5 
Prekindergarten 189,047 85.8  191,170 86.4 
Kindergarten 239,556 61.3  228,990 60.8 
1 259,030 62.8  255,710 62.4 
2 254,920 62.5  256,355 62.3 
3 245,442 61.9  253,449 61.9 
4 237,470 60.8  243,497 61.3 
5 233,066 60.0  237,774 60.3 
6 225,832 58.9  230,081 58.9 
7 221,744 57.9  225,487 57.9 
8 221,285 57.0  219,848 56.9 
9 232,385 55.3  242,392 56.5 
10 193,826 51.9  203,350 52.6 
11 167,436 48.9  443.8 481.08 Tm
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Table 14 
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations, Texas Public Schools, 2005-06 
Through 2015-16 
  

At-risk 
  

Bilingual/ESLa 
 Career  

and technicalb 
  

ELLc 
 Gifted  

and talented 
Year Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent 
2005-06 
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Enrollment  
for Instructional Programs and Special Populations  by Race/Ethnicity  
�x 
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Enrollment  
for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Economically 
Disadvantaged Status  
�x Between the 2005-06 and 
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Table 16 
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students Within Instructional Programs and Special 
Populations, Texas Public Schools, 2005-06 and 2015-16 
  

At-risk 
  

Bilingual/ESLa 
 Career  

and technicalb 
  

ELLc 
 Gifted  

and talented 
Year Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent 



30 Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2015-16 

Enrollment  
for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Gender  
�x Within each instructional program and among each special population, the percentages of enrollment 

accounted for by female and male students were similar in 2005-06 and 2015-16 (Table 17). 

�x Males and females, who made up 51.3 percent and 48.7 percent, respectively, of total public school 
enrollment in 2015-16, accounted for similar proportions of each special population and of each in-
structional program except special education (Figure 11 and Table 17). 

�x In special education programs in 2015-16, males made up 67.1 percent of enrollment, whereas  
females made up 32.9 percent. 

Figure 11 
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Gender, Texas Public  
Schools, 2015-16 

Note. Students may be counted in more than one category. Career and technical data reflect the percentages of students in Grades 9-12 only who are participat-
ing in career and technical education programs. Students taking career and technical education courses in Grades 6-8 or as electives are excluded. ESL=English 
as a second language. ELL=English language learner. 
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Enrollment by Education Service Center 

Regional education service centers (ESCs) are nonregulatory, public institutions created and author-
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Table 18 
Enrollment by Education Service Center, Texas Public Schools, 2005-06 Through 2015-16 
 1 – Edinburg  2 - Corpus Christi  3 - Victoria  4 - Houston  5 – Beaumont 
Year Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent
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Table 18 (continued) 
Enrollment by Education Service Center, Texas Public Schools, 2005-06 Through 2015-16 
 11 - Fort Worth  12 - Waco  13 - Austin  14 - Abilene  15 - San Angelo 
Year Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent 
2005-06 486,892 10.8  143,713 3.2  319,517 7.1  44,682 1.0  48,873 1.1 
2006-07 499,537 10.9  146,889 3.2  332,205 7.2  47,154 1.0  48,198 1.0 
2007-08 510,207 10.9  148,516 3.2  345,154 7.4  47,206 
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Enrollment  
by Education Service Center and Race/ Ethnicity  
�x Because rates for smaller groups can be less stable over time, discussions of results in this section are 

restricted to the five largest racial/ethnic groups: African American, Asian, Hispanic, White, and mul-
tiracial. See the section "Reporting of Race/Ethnicity" on page 2 for additional information. 

�x In the 2015-16 school year, Hispanic students accounted for more than 65 percent of enrollment in 
five ESC regions: Region 1 (Edinburg), Region 2 (Corpus Christi), Region 18 (Midland), Region 19 
(El Paso), and Region 20 (San Antonio) (Figure 13 and Table 19). 

�x From 2014-15 to 2015-16, White enrollment, as a percentage of regional enrollment, decreased in 
every ESC region except Region 1 (Edinburg) and Region 2 (Corpus Christi) (Table 19). 

�x In the 2015-16 school year, African American students ranged from 0.3 percent of enrollment in  
Region 1 (Edinburg) to 26.4 percent in Region 5 (Beaumont). 

Figure 13 
Enrollment by Education Service Center and Race/Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2015-16 

Note. Racial groups (African American and White) do not include students of Hispanic ethnicity. 
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Table 19 
Enrollment by Education Service Center and Race/Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2014-15  
and 2015-16 
 1 - Edinburg  2 - Corpus Christi  3 - Victoria  4 - Houston  5 - Beaumont 

Year Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent 
African American               

2014-15 963 0.2  2,708 2.6  4,814 8.9  222,860 19.0  21,830 26.7 
2015-16 1,240 0.3  2,647 2.6  4,775 8.8  224,141 18.8  21,671 26.4 

American Indian         
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Table 19 (continued) 
Enrollment by Education Service Center and Race/Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2014-15  
and 2015-16 
 11 - Fort Worth  12 - Waco  13 - Austin  14 - Abilene  15 - San Angelo 

Year Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent 
African American               

2014-15 81,811 14.3  33,390 19.6  27,574 7.0  4,536 7.6  1,301 2.6 
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Table 19 (continued) 
Enrollment by Education Service Center and Race/Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2014-15  
and 2015-16 
 16 - Amarillo  17 - Lubbock  18 - Midland  19 - El Paso  20 - San Antonio 

Year Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent 
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Table 20 
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students Within Education Service Centers, Texas  
Public Schools, 2005-06 and 2015-16 
 1 - Edinburg  2 - Corpus Christi  3 - Victoria  4 - Houston  5 - Beaumont 
Year Number  Percent  
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Enrollment in Open-Enrollment Charter Schools 
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�x In the 2005-06 school year, 70,904 students were enrolled in Texas open-enrollment charter schools 
(Table 21). By 2015-16, enrollment had risen to 247,389 students. Over the 10-year period, total en-
rollment increased by 176,485 students, or by 248.9 percent (Table 22). 

�x In the 1996-97 school year, 2,426 students were enrolled in Texas open-enrollment charter schools 
(Table 21). Over the 19-year period between 1996-97 and 2015-16, total enrollment increased by 
244,963 students (Table 22). 

Table 21 Table 22  
Statewide Enrollment, Texas Open-Enrollment Change in Statewide Enrollment, Texas Open-
Charter Schools, 1996-97 Charter
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Enrollment  in Open -Enrollment Charter Schools  
by Race/Ethnicity 
�x Because rates for smaller groups can be less stable over time, discussions of results in this section are 

restricted to the five largest racial/ethnic groups: African American, Asian, Hispanic, White, and mul-
tiracial. See the section "Reporting of Race/Ethnicity" on page 2 for additional information. 

�x Enrollment increased for each of the five largest racial/ethnic groups in open-enrollment charter 
schools between the 2014-15 and 2015-16 school years (Figure 15 on this page and Table 23 on  
page 46). 

�x Between 2014-15 and 2015-16, the percentages of total enrollment in open-enrollment charter schools 
accounted for by Asian and Hispanic students increased by 0.1 and 1.1 percentage points, respectively 
(Table 23 on page 46). During the same period, the percentages accounted for by African American 
and White students decreased by 0.7 and 0.4 percentage points, respectively, and the percentage ac-
counted for by multiracial students remained the same. 

�x In 2015-16, Hispanic students accounted for the largest percentage of total enrollment in open- 
enrollment charter schools (58.9%), followed by African American (19.4%), White (15.2%),  
Asian (4.6
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Table 23 
Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity, Texas Open-Enrollment Charter Schools, 2005-06 Through 2015-16 
 African American  American Indian  Asian  Hispanic  Pacific Islander 
Year Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent 
2005-06 25,875 36.5  234 0.3  n/aa n/a  31,836 44.9  
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Enrollment in Open -Enrollment Charter Schools  
by Grade  
�x In 2015-16, Grade 6 had the highest enrollment in open-enrollment charter schools, at 22,618 stu-

dents, followed by Grade 1, at 20,333 students (Table 25). 

�x Across Grades K-12 in 2015-16, the percentages of total enrollment in open-enrollment charter 
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Enrollment in Open -Enrollment Charter Schools  
for Instructional Programs and Special Populations  
�x In the 2015-16 school year, 50.3 percent of students in open-enrollment charter schools were identi-

fied as at risk of dropping out of school, a decrease of 0.5 percentage points from the previous year 
(Table 26 on page 50). 

�x The percentage of open-enrollment charter school students participating in bilingual/English as a sec-
ond language programs increased from 21.1 percent in 2014-15 to 22.7 percent in 2015-16 (Figure 18 
on this page and Table 26 on page 50). 

�x The percentage of open-enrollment charter school students in Grades 9-12 participating in career and 
technical education programs increased by 1.7 percentage points, to 15.2 percent, between 2014-15 
and 2015-16. 

�x Between 2014-15 and 2015-16, the number of open-enrollment charter school students identified as 
English language learners (ELLs) increased by 7,630, or 15.4 percent. In the 2015-16 school year, 
23.0 percent of students were identified as ELLs, compared to 21.6 percent in 2014-15 (Table 26 on 
page 50). 

�x Although the number of open-enrollment charter school students participating in Title I programs  
increased by 7,128 students between 2014-15 and 2015-16, the percentage of students participating 
decreased from 84.3 percent to 80.6 percent. 

Figure 18  
Enrollment in Instructional Programs, Texas Open-Enrollment /nt . Figure 18
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Table 26 
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations, Texas Open-Enrollment Charter 
Schools, 2005-06 Through 2015-16 
  

At-risk 
  

Bilingual/ESLa 
 Career  

and technicalb 
  

ELLc 
 Gifted  

and talented 
Year Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent 
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National Enrollment Trends 

Reporting of National Enrollment Trends 

Using enrollment data drawn from the Digest of Education Statistics, published by the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics (NCES), this section of the report compares population and enrollment num-
bers for Texas, other states, and the nation as a whole. Reporting the most current national data available, 
the section highlights population characteristics and program participation, as well as changes in these 
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Table 28 
Public School Enrollment (%) by Race/Ethnicity, Four  
Most Populous States and the United States, Fall 2003 and 
Fall 2013 

 
Year 

African  
American 

American  
Indian 

 
Hispanic 

 
White 

California     
Fall 2003 8.2 0.8 46.7 32.9 
Fall 2013 6.2 0.6 53.3 25.0 
     
10-year change     
(percentage-point) -2.0 -0.2 6.6 -7.9 

Florida     
Fall 2003 24.3 0.3 22.1 51.3 
Fall 2013

3
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Table 29 
Public School Enrollment (%) of Students Eligible for the National 
School Lunch and Child Nutrition Program, Four Most Populous States 
and the United States, 2000-01 and 2013-14 
 
Year 

 
California 

 
Florida 

 
New York 

 
Texas 
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Table 31 
Public School Enrollment (%) of Students Participating in Programs for 
Students Identified as English Language Learners, Four Most Populous 
States and the United States, 2003-04 and 2013-14 
 
Year 

 
California 

 
Florida 

 
New York 

 
Texas 

United  
States 

2003-04 25.5 7.6 6.4a 15.4 8.8a 
2013-14 22.7 9.2 7.0a 15.5 9.3a 
      
10-year change      
(percentage-point) -2.8 1.6 0.6 0.1 0.5 
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