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Senate Bill 879 
Senate Bill 879 (87th Texas Legislature, 2021) updated the Texas Education Code §39.0548 definition of 

a dropout recovery school (DRS) and added the opportunity for alternative education campuses (AECs) 

that do not meet the age criterion to apply for a discretionary DRS designation. 

AECs that meet the statutory DRS definition are identified and preregistered for alternative education 

accountability (AEA). These campuses provide education services targeted to dropout prevention and 

recovery of students in grades 9–12, with enrollment consisting of at least 60 percent of students 16 

years of age or older as of September 1, 2022, as reported for the fall semester TSDS PEIMS submission. 

These AECs also meet all the AEA criteria listed below. 

AECs that meet the AEA criteria below but do not meet the age criterion must submit a DRS application 

in order to be registered for AEA. The DRS application process will.004 (er )7.taifBur.998 ( t)-J
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5) At least 90 percent of students at the AEC must be enrolled in grades 6–12 verified through 
current-year TSDS PEIMS fall enrollment data.  

6) The AEC must operate on its own campus budget.  

7) The AEC must offer nontraditional settings and methods of instructional delivery designed to meet 
the needs of the students served on the AEC.  

8) 

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/
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